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Waveguides

Waveguides are used to transfer electromagnetic power efficiently from one point in
space to another. Some common guiding structures are shown in the figure below.
These include the typical coaxial cable, the two-wire and mictrostrip transmission lines,
hollow conducting waveguides, and optical fibers.

In practice, the choice of structure is dictated by: (a) the desired operating frequency
band, (b) the amount of power to be transferred, and (c) the amount of transmission
losses that can be tolerated.

Vi
V3 x
@ tWo-wire - - dielectric
— line MICTOStrip rectangular waveguide
coaxial line line waveguide

Fig. 9.0.1 Typical waveguiding structures.

Coaxial cables are widely used to connect RF components. Their operation is practi-
cal for frequencies below 3 GHz. Above that the losses are too excessive. For example,
the attenuation might be 3 dB per 100 m at 100 MHz, but 10 dB/100 m at 1 GHz, and
50 dB/100 m at 10 GHz. Their power rating is typically of the order of one kilowatt at
100 MHz, but only 200 W at 2 GHz, being limited primarily because of the heating of
the coaxial conductors and of the dielectric between the conductors (dielectric voltage
breakdown is usually a secondary factor.) However, special short-length coaxial cables
do exist that operate in the 40 GHz range.

Another issue is the single-mode operation of the line. At higher frequencies, in order
to prevent higher modes from being launched, the diameters of the coaxial conductors
must be reduced, diminishing the amount of power that can be transmitted.

Two-wire lines are not used at microwave frequencies because they are not shielded
and can radiate. One typical use is for connecting indoor antennas to TV sets. Microstrip
lines are used widely in microwave integrated circuits.
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Rectangular waveguides are used routinely to transfer large amounts of microwave
power at frequencies greater than 3 GHz. For example at 5 GHz, the transmitted power
might be one megawatt and the attenuation only 4 dB/100 m.

Optical fibers operate at optical and infrared frequencies, allowing a very wide band-
width. Their losses are very low, typically, 0.2 dB/km. The transmitted power is of the
order of milliwatts.

9.1 Longitudinal-Transverse Decompositions

In a waveguiding system, we are looking for solutions of Maxwell’s equations that are
propagating along the guiding direction (the z direction) and are confined in the near
vicinity of the guiding structure. Thus, the electric and magnetic fields are assumed to
have the form:

E(x,y,z,t)= E(x,y)e/®t=ibz

H(x,y,z,t)= H(x,y)el®t-ibz (0-1.1)

where B is the propagation wavenumber along the guide direction. The corresponding
wavelength, called the guide wavelength, is denoted by Ay = 271/p.

The precise relationship between w and 8 depends on the type of waveguiding struc-
ture and the particular propagating mode. Because the fields are confined in the trans-
verse directions (the x,y directions,) they cannot be uniform (except in very simple
structures) and will have a non-trivial dependence on the transverse coordinates X and
v. Next, we derive the equations for the phasor amplitudes E(x,y) and H(x,y).

Because of the preferential role played by the guiding direction z, it proves con-
venient to decompose Maxwell’s equations into components that are longitudinal, that
is, along the z-direction, and components that are transverse, along the x, y directions.
Thus, we decompose:

E(x,y)=XEx(X,Y)+VEy(X,¥) + 2E;(X,y) = Er (X,y) +2E; (X,y) 9.1.2)
N —~ ;oD
transverse longitudinal

In a similar fashion we may decompose the gradient operator:

V=X0x+V0y,+20,=Vr+20,=V7r—jB2 (9.1.3)
—_—
transverse
where we made the replacement 0, — —j because of the assumed z-dependence. In-
troducing these decompositions into the source-free Maxwell’s equations we have:

VXE=—jwuH (V1 —jBz)x(Er + 2E;) = —jwu (Hr + 2H};)

V X H= jweE (V1 —jBz)x(Hy +2H,)= jwe (Er + 2E,)
- (9.1.4)

V-E=0 (Vr—jBz)-(Er +ZE;)=0
V-H=0 (Vr—jBz)-(Hr+zH,;)=0
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where €, u denote the permittivities of the medium in which the fields propagate, for
example, the medium between the coaxial conductors in a coaxial cable, or the medium
within the hollow rectangular waveguide. This medium is assumed to be lossless for
now.

Wenotethatz-z =1,ZXZ=0,z2-Er =0,Z-VrE, = 0 and that Z X Er and
z X VTE, are transverse while V1 X Er is longitudinal. Indeed, we have:

ZXEr =2ZX (XEx+VEy)=VEx—-XE,
V1 X Er = (X0x + ¥ 0y) X (REx + VEy)= 2(0xEy — 0yEx)

Using these properties and equating longitudinal and transverse parts in the two
sides of Eq. (9.1.4), we obtain the equivalent set of Maxwell equations:

V5E, X2z —Jﬁi X Er = —jUJ[JHT
VrH,; X Z *JBQ X Hr = jweEr
Vi X Er +jwu2HZ =0

Vr xHT—jweiEz =0

V- Er—jBE, =0
Vr-Hr-jBH,; =0

(9.1.5)

Depending on whether both, one, or none of the longitudinal components are zero,
we may classify the solutions as transverse electric and magnetic (TEM), transverse elec-
tric (TE), transverse magnetic (TM), or hybrid:

E, =0, H, =0, TEM modes

E,=0, H, # 0, TE or Hmodes

E,#0, H, =0, TM or Emodes

E, +0, H, # 0, hybrid or HE or EH modes

In the case of TEM modes, which are the dominant modes in two-conductor trans-
mission lines such as the coaxial cable, the fields are purely transverse and the solution
of Eq. (9.1.5) reduces to an equivalent two-dimensional electrostatic problem. We will
discuss this case later on.

In all other cases, at least one of the longitudinal fields E,, H, is non-zero. It is then
possible to express the transverse field components Er, Hr in terms of the longitudinal
ones, E,, H,.

Forming the cross-product of the second of equations (9.1.5) with Z and using the
BAC-CAB vector identity, Z X (Z X Hy)= Z(Z - Hr)—Hy(Z - Z)= —Hry, and similarly,
zZX (VrH, x z)= V1H,, we obtain:

VTHZ +jﬁHT :jwei X Et

Thus, the first two of (9.1.5) may be thought of as a linear system of two equations
in the two unknowns Z X Er and Hr, that is,

Bz X Er — wuHy = jZz X VTE,
(9.1.6)
wezXx Er — BHy = —jVTH,
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The solution of this system is:

2% Er = JkB 72X VrE, — J"fj‘ ViH,
CB 9.1.7)
WE
Hr = sz XVTEZ*kZ VTHZ
where we defined the so-called cutoff wavenumber k. by:
. wz . .
kg = wzeu - BZ = e ,82 =k%- BZ (cutoff wavenumber) (9.1.8)

The quantity k = w/c = w./ep is the wavenumber a uniform plane wave would
have in the propagation medium €, u.

Although k2 stands for the difference w?ep — B2, it turns out that the boundary
conditions for each waveguide type force kg to take on certain values, which can be
positive, negative, or zero, and characterize the propagating modes. For example, in a
dielectric waveguide k2 is positive inside the guide and negative outside it; in a hollow
conducting waveguide k2 takes on certain quantized positive values; in a TEM line, k2
is zero. Some related definitions are the cutoff frequency and the cutoff wavelength
defined as follows:

2T

we =ckey, Ac = T (cutoff frequency and wavelength) (9.1.9)
C

We can then express f in terms of w and w¢, or w in terms of B and w.. Taking
the positive square roots of Eq. (9.1.8), we have:

B— —wi = 1[ _E and w=m (9.1.10)

Often, Eq. (9.1.10) is expressed in terms of the wavelengths A = 21r/k = 217¢/ W,
Ac = 21/Kk¢, and A4 = 277/ B. Tt follows from k? = k2 + B2 that

1
7=i2+i = Ag=7 (9111)
c

Note that A is related to the free-space wavelength Ay = 21rco/w = co/f by the
refractive index of the dielectric material A = Ay/n.

It is convenient at this point to introduce the transverse impedances for the TE and
TM modes by the definitions:

w w B Bc .
= =n-— = —— =N TE ™ 112
nte B n Bc’ nrm we n © (TE and impedances) 9 )

where the medium impedance is n = /U/€, so that n/c = p and nc = 1/€. We note the
properties:
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UTE’?TM=U2 M=w72
©onme pAe?

Because fc/w = /1 — w?2/w?, we can write also:

[ 2

n we

= ——), = 1—-——

ntEe w2 N =1 0?2
L=

With these definitions, we may rewrite Eq. (9.1.7) as follows:

ZX Er = _iB (z X VrE; + neVrH;y)
Hr = _.]73(72 X VTEZ + VTHZ)
k2 N

Using the result Z X (Z X Er)= —Er, we solve for Er and Hr:

Er = _k_lj(vTEz nEz x VrHy)

Ht = th (VTHZ + LZ X VTEZ)
kg N

(transverse fields)
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(9.1.13)

(9.1.14)

(9.1.15)

(9.1.16)

An alternative and useful way of writing these equations is to form the following

linear combinations, which are equivalent to Eq. (9.1.6):

1 .
HT—72XET=iVTHZ
nmm B

Er —nreHr X2 = %VTEZ

(9.1.17)

So far we only used the first two of Maxwell’s equations (9.1.5) and expressed E7, Hr
in terms of E,, H,. Using (9.1.16), it is easily shown that the left-hand sides of the

remaining four of Egs. (9.1.5) take the forms:

VT X ET +jwu2Hz = J(]f“

c

Vo X Hr —jweiEz =

kZ
. o _ _JB 2
Vr-Er —jBE; = K2 (V E, + k2E;)
; _ JjB 2
Vr-Hr - jBH; = *kz (V#H, + kzH;)

where va is the two-dimensional Laplacian operator:

2 (V3H, + k2H,)

2 (V3E, + K2E,)
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Vi=Vr-Vr=03+0; (9.1.18)

and we used the vectorial identities V1 X VTE, =0,V X (ZX VTH,)= 2 V%Hz, and
Vr-(zZxV7H;)=0.

It follows that in order to satisfy all of the last four of Maxwell’s equations (9.1.5), it
is necessary that the longitudinal fields E, (x,y), H,(x,y) satisfy the two-dimensional
Helmholtz equations:

\ GE; + K2E, =
(Helmholtz equations) (9.1.19)
ViH,+kH, =0

These equations are to be solved subject to the appropriate boundary conditions for
each waveguide type. Once, the fields E,, H, are known, the transverse fields Er, Hr are
computed from Eq. (9.1.16), resulting in a complete solution of Maxwell’s equations for
the guiding structure. To get the full x,y, z, t dependence of the propagating fields, the
above solutions must be multiplied by the factor e/®@t-Jhz,

The cross-sections of practical waveguiding systems have either cartesian or cylin-
drical symmetry, such as the rectangular waveguide or the coaxial cable. Below, we
summarize the form of the above solutions in the two types of coordinate systems.

Cartesian Coordinates

The cartesian component version of Egs. (9.1.16) and (9.1.19) is straightforward. Using
the identity 2 X VyH, = y 0xH, — X 0,,H,, we obtain for the longitudinal components:

(03 +03)E, +Kk’E,; =0
(9.1.20)
(02 +03)H, +kH, =0
Eg. (9.1.16) becomes for the transverse components:
- - 1
Ec= 2B ok, v nuwoymy) | | H= 2B oum, - L oK)
ké k& N
5 s 8 ) (9.1.21)
Ey = =2 (8)E, — n1p0xH,) Hy =12 (0,H, + —— 0,E,)
k¢ ke nrm

Cylindrical Coordinates

The relationship between cartesian and cylindrical coordinates is shown in Fig. 9.1.1.
From the triangle in the figure, we have X = pcos¢ and y = psin¢. The transverse
gradient and Laplace operator are in cylindrical coordinates:

~ - 2
0 10 Z_la<a> 10 (9.1.22)

=p—+¢—— Vi=——1|p=— |+ S5
TP TP T pap\Pop) T 0209
The Helmholtz equations (9.1.19) now read:
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Fig. 9.1.1 Cylindrical coordinates.

0 ( OE, 1 0%E, op
ap<p8p>+p2 32 +kiE,; =0
0
0

1 OH,\ 1 %H, .,
pp<p8p)+pza¢2+kCHzfo

D+

(9.1.23)

Noting that Z X p = <2> and Z X (i) = —p, we obtain:
N 4 A1
Z2xV7H, = ¢(5sz)—p E (ad)Hz)

The decomposition of a transverse vector is Er = pE, + <i)E¢. The cylindrical
coordinates version of (9.1.16) are:

JB 1 JB 1
Ep =200z —nre j0pH Hp,=—75(0pH, + ——04E
L kg( p=z r’TEp ¢ z) 4 kg( pz nmp ] )

iB 1 ’ iB 1 1 (9.1.24)
Ed): ‘]2( a¢.Ez+r’TEasz) Hd’:i%(ia(bHZ*iapEz)
ke ke “p nm

For either coordinate system, the equations for Hr may be obtained from those of
Er by a so-called duality transformation, that is, making the substitutions:

E-H, H—--E, €e—-u, U—E (duality transformation) (9.1.25)
These imply that n — n~! and N — n7y. Duality is discussed in greater detail in
Sec. 17.2.

9.2 Power Transfer and Attenuation

With the field solutions at hand, one can determine the amount of power transmitted
along the guide, as well as the transmission losses. The total power carried by the fields
along the guide direction is obtained by integrating the z-component of the Poynting
vector over the cross-sectional area of the guide:
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Pr = J P,dS| where P, = %Re(Ex H*)-2 9.2.1)
s

It is easily verified that only the transverse components of the fields contribute to
the power flow, that is, 7, can be written in the form:

P, = %Re(ET X HE) -2 (9.2.2)

For waveguides with conducting walls, the transmission losses are due primarily to
ohmic losses in (a) the conductors and (b) the dielectric medium filling the space between
the conductors and in which the fields propagate. In dielectric waveguides, the losses
are due to absorption and scattering by imperfections.

The transmission losses can be quantified by replacing the propagation wavenumber
B by its complex-valued version S, = B — j&, where « is the attenuation constant. The
z-dependence of all the field components is replaced by:

e Bz oiBez — p-(a+jB)z _ p-az,—jBz 9.2.3)

The quantity « is the sum of the attenuation constants arising from the various loss
mechanisms. For example, if ¢z and o, are the attenuations due to the ohmic losses in
the dielectric and in the conducting walls, then

X = g + X (9.2.4)

The ohmic losses in the dielectric can be characterized either by its loss tangent, say
tan 0, or by its conductivity o;—the two being related by 04 = we tand. The effective
dielectric constant of the medium is then e(w)= € — jog/w = €(1 — jtand). The
corresponding complex-valued wavenumber S, is obtained by the replacement:

w2pe —ki —  Be=+w?pe(w)—ké

For weakly conducting dielectrics, we may make the approximation:

Bw\/w pe(1 =B —jowpog =B [1-j wg;rd B—j *O'da;u

Recalling the definition n7x = wu/B, we obtain for the attenuation constant:

N

tan &
tané - wtamo (dielectric losses) (9.2.5)
2c+/1 — w2/ w?

1 1
Xg = 5 0dNTE= B

2

m‘g

which is similar to Eq. (2.7.2), but with the replacement ng — 1.

The conductor losses are more complicated to calculate. In practice, the following
approximate procedure is adequate. First, the fields are determined on the assumption
that the conductors are perfect.
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Second, the magnetic fields on the conductor surfaces are determined and the corre-
sponding induced surface currents are calculated by J; = fi X H, where 11 is the outward
normal to the conductor.

Third, the ohmic losses per unit conductor area are calculated by Eq. (2.8.7). Figure
9.2.1 shows such an infinitesimal conductor area dA = dldz, where dl is along the
cross-sectional periphery of the conductor. Applying Eq. (2.8.7) to this area, we have:

dploss dPloss 1 2
= = —-R 2.
dA = didz ~ 2Rl ©:2.6)
where R is the surface resistance of the conductor given by Eq. (2.8.4),

wu we 1 2 .
Ry= | ®H _n [Q€_ °  s5- | _skindepth 9.2.7
§ 20  NW2e o6 wpo AP (9.2.7)

Integrating Eq. (9.2.6) around the periphery of the conductor gives the power loss per
unit z-length due to that conductor. Adding similar terms for all the other conductors
gives the total power loss per unit z-length:

, dap,
Ploss =

loss 1 2 § 1 2
dz ~ ffca > Rl Js1=dl + e 2 RglJsl=dl (9.2.8)

Fig. 9.2.1 Conductor surface absorbs power from the propagating fields.

where C, and Cp, indicate the peripheries of the conductors. Finally, the corresponding
attenuation coefficient is calculated from Eq. (2.6.22):

P’
X = doss (conductor losses) (9.2.9)
2Py

Equations (9.2.1)-(9.2.9) provide a systematic methodology by which to calculate the
transmitted power and attenuation losses in waveguides. We will apply it to several
examples later on.

9.3 TEM, TE, and TM modes

The general solution described by Egs. (9.1.16) and (9.1.19) is a hybrid solution with non-
zero E, and H, components. Here, we look at the specialized forms of these equations
in the cases of TEM, TE, and TM modes.
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One common property of all three types of modes is that the transverse fields Er, Hr
are related to each other in the same way as in the case of uniform plane waves propagat-
ing in the z-direction, that is, they are perpendicular to each other, their cross-product
points in the z-direction, and they satisfy:

1
Hr = —ZXEr (9.3.1)
nr

where nr is the transverse impedance of the particular mode type, that is, n, n7e, nTm
in the TEM, TE, and TM cases.

Because of Eq. (9.3.1), the power flow per unit cross-sectional area described by the
Poynting vector P, of Eq. (9.2.2) takes the simple form in all three cases:

1 1 1
= ~Re(Er x HY)-2 = —|Er|?> = = nr|Hr|? 3.2
P, > e(Er )2 2T7T‘ Tl ZUT\ Tl 9.3.2)

TEM modes

In TEM modes, both E, and H, vanish, and the fields are fully transverse. One can set
E, = H, = 0 in Maxwell equations (9.1.5), or equivalently in (9.1.16), or in (9.1.17).

From any point view, one obtains the condition k% =0, or w = fc. For example, if
the right-hand sides of Eq. (9.1.17) vanish, the consistency of the system requires that
Nte = N1m, which by virtue of Eq. (9.1.13) implies w = Bc. It also implies that n7g, N1y
must both be equal to the medium impedance . Thus, the electric and magnetic fields
satisfy:

1
Hr = E 2 X Er (9.3.3)

These are the same as in the case of a uniform plane wave, except here the fields
are not uniform and may have a non-trivial x,y dependence. The electric field Er is
determined from the rest of Maxwell’s equations (9.1.5), which read:

VrXEr=0
(9.3.4)
Vr-Er=0

These are recognized as the field equations of an equivalent two-dimensional elec-
trostatic problem. Once this electrostatic solution is found, Et (X, y), the magnetic field
is constructed from Eq. (9.3.3). The time-varying propagating fields will be given by
Eq. (9.1.1), with w = Bc. (For backward moving fields, replace 8 by —f.)

We explore this electrostatic point of view further in Sec. 10.1 and discuss the cases
of the coaxial, two-wire, and strip lines. Because of the relationship between Et and Hr,
the Poynting vector 2, of Eq. (9.2.2) will be:

1 N 1 1
Py =, Re(Er X H})-Z = E\Eﬂz =3 n|Hr|? (9.3.5)
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TE modes

TE modes are characterized by the conditions E, = 0 and H, # 0. It follows from the
second of Egs. (9.1.17) that E7 is completely determined from Hr, thatis, ET = nqgHr XZ.

The field Ht is determined from the second of (9.1.16). Thus, all field components
for TE modes are obtained from the equations:

V4H, + k2H, =0

_JB

H7 = k%

VrH, (TE modes) (9.3.6)

Er =nmHr X2

The relationship of Er and Hr is identical to that of uniform plane waves propagating
in the z-direction, except the wave impedance is replaced by nrz. The Poynting vector
of Eq. (9.2.2) then takes the form:

1 1 1 1 B2
P, = -Re(Er xH) 2= —|Er|*> = = Hr|?> == = |VrH,|? 9.3.7
=5 e(Er )2 2TITE| Tl 2fITE| Tl 2'7TE,(§| TH,| ( )

The cartesian coordinate version of Eq. (9.3.6) is:

(03 +03)H, +kZH, =0

JB JB
Hy = =y 0cHy, Hy= 5
Ex=nmHy,, E,=-nmHy

d0,H, (9.3.8)

And, the cylindrical coordinate version:

190 0H, 1 02H,
E%(p ap)*? o2
jB oH, jB 1 0H, (9.3.9)
Koy D
E,=nreHy, Ep=-nmH)

+k2H, =0

H, =

where we used Hr x 2 = (pH, + g Hp)x2 = —p H, + pHy.

TM modes

TM modes have H, = 0 and E, # 0. It follows from the first of Egs. (9.1.17) that Hr is
completely determined from Er, that is, Hr = n}},,i X Er. The field Er is determined
from the first of (9.1.16), so that all field components for TM modes are obtained from
the following equations, which are dual to the TE equations (9.3.6):
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V32E, +k%E, =0
__JB
Er==2VrE | (1M modes) 9.3.10)
1
Hr = — 2 X ET
nm

Again, the relationship of Er and Hr is identical to that of uniform plane waves
propagating in the z-direction, but the wave impedance is now 1. The Poynting vector
takes the form:

1 1 p?
E_ﬁ

——— T |VE,|? 9.3.11
2Nt 207 ki VrEe| ( )

9.4 Rectangular Waveguides
Next, we discuss in detail the case of a rectangular hollow waveguide with conducting
walls, as shown in Fig. 9.4.1. Without loss of generality, we may assume that the lengths

a, b of the inner sides satisfy b < a. The guide is typically filled with air, but any other
dielectric material €, u may be assumed.

VA

EH

Fig. 9.4.1 Rectangular waveguide.

The simplest and dominant propagation mode is the so-called TE;y mode and de-
pends only on the x-coordinate (of the longest side.) Therefore, we begin by looking
for solutions of Eq. (9.3.8) that depend only on x. In this case, the Helmholtz equation
reduces to:

02H, (x)+k*H,(x)=0

The most general solution is a linear combination of cos kcx and sin k.x. However,
only the former will satisfy the boundary conditions. Therefore, the solution is:

H,(x)= Hycoskcx 9.4.1)
where Hj is a (complex-valued) constant. Because there is no y-dependence, it follows
from Eqg. (9.3.8) that 0,,H, = 0, and hence H, = 0 and Ex = 0. It also follows that:

_JiB
ke

JB (—kc)Hgsinkex = B Hysinkcx = H; sinkcx

Hy(x)= -
x(X) K2 K.

O0xH, =
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Then, the corresponding electric field will be:

Ey(X)= —neHy(x) = —rmjf

—— Hysinkc.x = Ep sinkcx
C

where we defined the constants:

_JB

H, =
1 kc

Hyp
(9.4.2)

JB LW
Ey=-nmreH =- Hy = — H
0 nreltiy nrte k. 0 Jn W, 0

where we used nrg = nw/Bc. In summary, the non-zero field components are:

H,(x)= Ho coskcx H,(x,y,2,t)= Hqcos kcx e/0t=iBz
Hy(x)= H, sinkcx = Hy(x,y,z,t)= H; sinkcx e/@t-ibz (9.4.3)

Ey (X) = Eo sinkcx Ey (X,y, Z, t) = EO Sil’lkCX ejwr*J'BZ

Assuming perfectly conducting walls, the boundary conditions require that there be
no tangential electric field at any of the wall sides. Because the electric field is in the
y-direction, it is normal to the top and bottom sides. But, it is parallel to the left and
right sides. On the left side, x = 0, Ey (x) vanishes because sink:x does. On the right
side, x = a, the boundary condition requires:

Ey(a)=Epsinkca=0 = sinkca=0

This requires that k.a be an integral multiple of 7t:

kca=nm = k.= %T (9.4.4)

These are the so-called TE,,o modes. The corresponding cutoff frequency w, = ck,
fc = w¢/21, and wavelength A, = 211/k. = c/f. are:

we=T " - A =% (TEn modes) (9.4.5)
a 2a n

The dominant mode is the one with the lowest cutoff frequency or the longest cutoff
wavelength, that is, the mode TE;( having n = 1. It has:

™ CTt C
kc=E, we=—, fc

=—, Ac=2a (TE;0 mode) (9.4.6)
a 2a

Fig. 9.4.2 depicts the electric field Ey, (x) = Egsinkcx = Eq sin(7x/a) of this mode
as a function of x.

374 9. Waveguides

va

Fig. 9.4.2 Electric field inside a rectangular waveguide.

9.5 Higher TE and TM modes

To construct higher modes, we look for solutions of the Helmholtz equation that are
factorable in their x and y dependence:

H;(x,y)=F(Xx)G(y)
Then, Eq. (9.3.8) becomes:

F'(x)  6"0)
F(x) G(y)

Because these must be valid for all x,y (inside the guide), the F- and G-terms must
be constants, independent of x and y. Thus, we write:

F'(X)G(Y)+F(X)G" (y) +k2F(x)G (y)=0 +k2=0 (9.5.1)

F'x) ., G'y) .,
Fo ~ 5 Gy T R o
F'(x)+kiF(x)=0, G" () +k;G(y)=0 (9.5.2)

where the constants k3 and k; are constrained from Eq. (9.5.1) to satisfy:

k2 =k +k; (9.5.3)

The most general solutions of (9.5.2) that will satisfy the TE boundary conditions are
cos kxx and cos kyy. Thus, the longitudinal magnetic field will be:

H, (x,y)= Hycos kxx cos kyy (TEpm modes) (9.5.4)

It then follows from the rest of the equations (9.3.8) that:

Hy(x,y) = Hy sinkxx coskyy Ex(x,y) = E; cos kxx sink,y
(9.5.5)

Hy (x,y) = Hy cos kyxsinkyy Ey(x,y) = Ezsinkxxcoskyy

where we defined the constants:

iBk Bk
HlZJBZXHo, HZZJﬁzyHo
ke ke
wk wk
Ey =nmHy =jn——>Hy, E»=-nmH =—j ~H
1 =N1ef? anckc 05 2 nreltiy anckc 0
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The boundary conditions are that E, vanish on the right wall, X = a, and that Ex
vanish on the top wall, y = b, that is,

Ey(a,y)= Egysinkxacoskyy =0, Ex(x,b)= Eoxcoskxxsinkyb =0

The conditions require that kxa and kyb be integral multiples of Tt:

kea=nm, kpb=mm = |ke= "0, k,="0

a b (9.5.6)

These correspond to the TE,;; modes. Thus, the cutoff wavenumbers of these modes
ke = ki + k3 take on the quantized values:

ke = \/(%T)Z + (%)2 (TE;;m modes) (9.5.7)

The cutoff frequencies fnm = wc/21 = cke /21 and wavelengths Ay, = ¢/ fum are:

P— (£>2+(ﬂ>2, Py 1 9.5.8)
vy ()

The TEy; modes are similar to the TE,( modes, but with x and a replaced by y and
b. The family of TM modes can also be constructed in a similar fashion from Eq. (9.3.10).

Assuming E, (x,y)= F(x)G(y), we obtain the same equations (9.5.2). Because E,
is parallel to all walls, we must now choose the solutions sinky and sinkyy. Thus, the
longitudinal electric fields is:

E,(x,y)= Eosinkxxsink,y (TMym modes) (9.5.9)

The rest of the field components can be worked out from Eq. (9.3.10) and one finds
that they are given by the same expressions as (9.5.5), except now the constants are
determined in terms of E:

JBkx JBky
Ei =— Eo, E»=-— E
1 k% 0 2 kg 0
1 jwk, 1 1 jowky 1
Hi=-— =" F, Hy= —p =10 g,
nm wcke N ntm wcke n

where we used nry = nfc/w. The boundary conditions on Ey, E, are the same as
before, and in addition, we must require that E, vanish on all walls.

These conditions imply that kx, ky, will be given by Eq. (9.5.6), except both n and m
must be non-zero (otherwise E, would vanish identically.) Thus, the cutoff frequencies
and wavelengths are the same as in Eq. (9.5.8).

Waveguide modes can be excited by inserting small probes at the beginning of the
waveguide. The probes are chosen to generate an electric field that resembles the field
of the desired mode.
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9.6 Operating Bandwidth

All waveguiding systems are operated in a frequency range that ensures that only the
lowest mode can propagate. If several modes can propagate simultaneously,’ one has
no control over which modes will actually be carrying the transmitted signal. This may
cause undue amounts of dispersion, distortion, and erratic operation.

A mode with cutoff frequency w,. will propagate only if its frequency is w > w,,
or A < Aq. If w < w¢, the wave will attenuate exponentially along the guide direction.
This follows from the ),  relationship (9.1.10):

2 2
w* — ws

w?=w?+pic? = pE= =

If w = w¢, the wavenumber B is real-valued and the wave will propagate. But if
w < We¢, B becomes imaginary, say, § = —j«, and the wave will attenuate in the z-
direction, with a penetration depth 6 = 1/ «:

e—jﬂz — e ¥z

If the frequency w is greater than the cutoff frequencies of several modes, then all
of these modes can propagate. Conversely, if w is less than all cutoff frequencies, then
none of the modes can propagate.

If we arrange the cutoff frequencies in increasing order, (w¢ < W2 < Wez < -+ -,
then, to ensure single-mode operation, the frequency must be restricted to the interval
We1 < W < We2, so that only the lowest mode will propagate. This interval defines the
operating bandwidth of the guide.

These remarks apply to all waveguiding systems, not just hollow conducting wave-
guides. For example, in coaxial cables the lowest mode is the TEM mode having no cutoff
frequency, w. = 0. However, TE and TM modes with non-zero cutoff frequencies do
exist and place an upper limit on the usable bandwidth of the TEM mode. Similarly, in
optical fibers, the lowest mode has no cutoff, and the single-mode bandwidth is deter-
mined by the next cutoff frequency.

In rectangular waveguides, the smallest cutoff frequencies are fio = c/2a, f2o =
c/a = 2f19, and fo; = c/2b. Because we assumed that b < a, it follows that always
fio < fo1. If b < a/2,then 1/a < 1/2b and therefore, f>9 < fo1, so that the two lowest
cutoff frequencies are f1¢ and f»o.

On the other hand, if a/2 < b < a, then fo1 < f>0 and the two smallest frequencies
are f10 and fo; (except when b = a, in which case fy; = f1¢ and the smallest frequencies
are f10 and f>p.) The two cases b < a/2 and b > a/2 are depicted in Fig. 9.6.1.

It is evident from this figure that in order to achieve the widest possible usable
bandwidth for the TE;p mode, the guide dimensions must satisfy b < a/2 so that the
bandwidth is the interval [f,, 2f.], where f. = f10 = ¢/2a. In terms of the wavelength
A = c¢/f, the operating bandwidth becomes: 0.5 < a/A <1,or,a < A < 2a.

We will see later that the total amount of transmitted power in this mode is propor-
tional to the cross-sectional area of the guide, ab. Thus, if in addition to having the

TMurphy’s law for waveguides states that “if a mode can propagate, it will.”



9.7. Power Transfer, Energy Density, and Group Velocity 377
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Fig. 9.6.1 Operating bandwidth in rectangular waveguides.

widest bandwidth, we also require to have the maximum power transmitted, the dimen-
sion b must be chosen to be as large as possible, that is, b = a/2. Most practical guides
follow these side proportions.

If there is a “canonical” guide, it will have b = a/2 and be operated at a frequency
that lies in the middle of the operating band [f¢, 2f.], that is,

f=1.5f =075 g 9.6.1)

Table 9.6.1 lists some standard air-filled rectangular waveguides with their naming
designations, inner side dimensions a, b in inches, cutoff frequencies in GHz, minimum
and maximum recommended operating frequencies in GHz, power ratings, and attenua-
tions in dB/m (the power ratings and attenuations are representative over each operating
band.) We have chosen one example from each microwave band.

name a b fe fmin fmax band P %

WR-510 5.10 2.55 1.16 1.45 2.20 L 9 MW 0.007
WR-284 2.84 1.34 2.08 2.60 3.95 S 2.7 MW | 0.019
WR-159 1.59 0.795 3.71 4.64 7.05 C 0.9 MW | 0.043

WR-90 0.90 0.40 6.56 8.20 12.50 X 250 kw | 0.110
WR-62 0.622 | 0.311 9.49 | 11.90 18.00 Ku 140 kW | 0.176
WR-42 0.42 0.17 14.05 | 17.60 26.70 K 50 kW | 0.370
WR-28 0.28 0.14 21.08 | 26.40 40.00 Ka 27 kW | 0.583
WR-15 0.148 | 0.074 | 39.87 | 49.80 75.80 \% 7.5 kW | 1.52
WR-10 0.10 0.05 59.01 | 73.80 | 112.00 w 3.5 kW | 2.74

Table 9.6.1 Characteristics of some standard air-filled rectangular waveguides.

9.7 Power Transfer, Energy Density, and Group Velocity

Next, we calculate the time-averaged power transmitted in the TE;y mode. We also calcu-
late the energy density of the fields and determine the velocity by which electromagnetic
energy flows down the guide and show that it is equal to the group velocity. We recall
that the non-zero field components are:

H,(x)= Hopcoskex, Hx(x)=H;sinkex, Ey(x)=Epsinkcx (9.7.1)
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where

j LW
H, = “;TBHO, Eo = —-nmeH = —jn — Ho 9.7.2)
c We
The Poynting vector is obtained from the general result of Eq. (9.3.7):
1 5 1 . 1 , .
P, =——|Er|> = ——|E,(X)|*> = —— |Eg|?sin® kcx
L 2ng 2 2nm 0 ‘

The transmitted power is obtained by integrating 7, over the cross-sectional area
of the guide:

a b 1 .
Pr = I J —— |Epl|? sin® kex dxdy
0o Jo 2nte

Noting the definite integral,
a a
J sin® kexdx = J sin® (T dx = 2 (9.7.3)
0 0 a

and using N7z = nw/Bc = n/4/1 — w2/ w?, we obtain:

1 1 2
Pr = ——|Eyl%ab = —|Eyl%ab+/1 - ®e (transmitted power) (9.7.4)
4ne 4n w?

We may also calculate the distribution of electromagnetic energy along the guide, as
measured by the time-averaged energy density. The energy densities of the electric and
magnetic fields are:

1 1 1
We = ERQ(EEE E*) = ZElEyIZ

1 1 1

Wm = = Re(SpH- H*) = ~p(|Hx|* + |H,|?)
2 2 4

Inserting the expressions for the fields, we find:

1 1
We = €|lEgl?sin®kex,  Wp = ZU(lHl 12 sin® kex + |Hol? cos® kex)

Because these quantities represent the energy per unit volume, if we integrate them
over the cross-sectional area of the guide, we will obtain the energy distributions per
unit z-length. Using the integral (9.7.3) and an identical one for the cosine case, we find:

a b a b 1 1 )
W, = J J We (x,y) dxdy = J J = €|Eo|? sin® kex dxdy = — €|Eq|?ab
0 Jo 0Jo 4 8

a rb
1 1
Wi, = J J Zu(lHllzsinz kex + [Hol? cos? kex) dxdy = gu(lHll2 + |Hyl?)ab
o Jo
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Although these expressions look different, they are actually equal, W, = W},. In-
deed, using the property f2/k? + 1 = (B2 + k2) /k? = k?/k? = w?/w? and the relation-
ships between the constants in (9.7.1), we find:

2 w?
p(IH1|? + [Hol?) = u(lHolz’i2 +[Hol?) = ulHol*— = %lEoF = €l|Eol?
k& we n

The equality of the electric and magnetic energies is a general property of wavegui-
ding systems. We also encountered it in Sec. 2.3 for uniform plane waves. The total
energy density per unit length will be:

’ 7 ’ 7 1 2
W =W, +W,, =2W, = 1 €lEq|?ab (9.7.5)

According to the general relationship between flux, density, and transport velocity
given in Eq. (1.6.2), the energy transport velocity will be the ratio Ve, = P1/W’. Using
Egs. (9.7.4) and (9.7.5) and noting that 1/ne = 1/./u€ = ¢, we find:

P [ w2
Ven = WT’ =C+/1— w—g (energy transport velocity) (9.7.6)

This is equal to the group velocity of the propagating mode. For any dispersion
relationship between w and f3, the group and phase velocities are defined by

dw w

—, = — d ph lociti 7.7
B Vph 8 (group and phase velocities) 9.7.7)

Vor =

For uniform plane waves and TEM transmission lines, we have w = fc, so that Vg =
Vph = c. For a rectangular waveguide, we have w? = w? + B?c?. Taking differentials of
both sides, we find 2wdw = 2¢?Bd B, which gives:

_dw_Bc2: w?

w Cw?

Vor = @ =0 (9.7.8)

where we used Eq. (9.1.10). Thus, the energy transport velocity is equal to the group
velocity, Ven = Vgr. We note that vgr = Bc2/w = ¢?/Vpn, or

VgrVph = C* (9.7.9)

The energy or group velocity satisfies vgr < ¢, whereas vy, = ¢. Information trans-
mission down the guide is by the group velocity and, consistent with the theory of
relativity, it is less than c.

9.8 Power Attenuation
In this section, we calculate the attenuation coefficient due to the ohmic losses of the

conducting walls following the procedure outlined in Sec. 9.2. The losses due to the
filling dielectric can be determined from Eq. (9.2.5).
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The field expressions (9.4.3) were derived assuming the boundary conditions for
perfectly conducting wall surfaces. The induced surface currents on the inner walls of
the waveguide are given by J; = fi X H, where the unit vector i is +%X and +y on the
left/right and bottom/top walls, respectively.

The surface currents and tangential magnetic fields are shown in Fig. 9.8.1. In par-
ticular, on the bottom and top walls, we have:

H

H,
JSX
A/—>

ya J? ‘ﬁz
5!

Fig. 9.8.1 Currents on waveguide walls.

Js=2yXH=xyX (XHy+ZH,)= +(-ZHx+XH,)= +(—ZH; sinkc:x +XH cos kcX)
Similarly, on the left and right walls:
Js=*xXXH=+XX (XHyx +zH,)= ¥yH, = ¥y Hycoskcx

At x = 0 and x = a, this gives J; = ¥y (+H() = y Hy. Thus, the magnitudes of the
surface currents are on the four walls:

T2 = |Hol?, (left and right walls)
Il = |Ho|? cos? kex + |Hyp|? sin? kex, (top and bottom walls)

The power loss per unit z-length is obtained from Eq. (9.2.8) by integrating |J|?
around the four walls, that is,

, Lo (%2 1%
Ploss = Z_RS IJS‘ dx + Z_RS ‘JS' d)/
2 0 2 0

a b
= RSJ (1Ho|? cos? kex + |Hy |? sin® kex) dx +RSJ |Hol? dy
0 0

a Rga 2b
=Rs5(\H0|2 + |H1|?) + Rsb|Ho|* = %UHM2 + |H % + ;|H0|2)

Using |Hol%+|H1|? = |Eo|?/n? from Sec. 9.7, and |Hg|? = (1Eo|%/n?) w?/w?, which
follows from Eq. (9.4.2), we obtain:

, RgalEo|? 2b w?
Pow = o M 0 w2

The attenuation constant is computed from Egs. (9.2.9) and (9.7.4):
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Rsa|Eo|? (1 N Qwi)
o = Pioss _ 2n? a w?
°7 2pp

1 w?
2—|Eol?ab4|1 - —%
4'7| o 0?2

which gives:

(H@wi)
R; a w?

b [t
wZ

[ (attenuation of TE;( mode) (9.8.1)

This is in units of nepers/m. Its value in dB/m is obtained by gz = 8.686x.. For a
given ratio a/b, «. increases with decreasing b, thus the smaller the guide dimensions,
the larger the attenuation. This trend is noted in Table 9.6.1.

The main tradeoffs in a waveguiding system are that as the operating frequency f
increases, the dimensions of the guide must decrease in order to maintain the operat-
ing band f. < f < 2f., but then the attenuation increases and the transmitted power
decreases as it is proportional to the guide’s area.

Example 9.8.1: Design a rectangular air-filled waveguide to be operated at 5 GHz, then, re-
design it to be operated at 10 GHz. The operating frequency must lie in the middle of the
operating band. Calculate the guide dimensions, the attenuation constant in dB/m, and
the maximum transmitted power assuming the maximum electric field is one-half of the
dielectric strength of air. Assume copper walls with conductivity o = 5.8x107 S/m.

Solution: If f is in the middle of the operating band, f. < f < 2f., where f. = c/2a, then
f = 1.5fc = 0.75c/a. Solving for a, we find

0.75¢  0.75%30 GHz cm
a= P s

=4.5 cm

For maximum power transfer, we require b = a/2 = 2.25 cm. Because w = 1.5w,, we
have w./w = 2/3. Then, Eq. (9.8.1) gives & = 0.037 dB/m. The dielectric strength of air
is 3 MV/m. Thus, the maximum allowed electric field in the guide is Ey = 1.5 MV/m. Then,
Eq. (9.7.4) gives Pt = 1.12 MW.

At 10 GHz, because f is doubled, the guide dimensions are halved, a = 2.25and b = 1.125
cm. Because R, depends on f like f1/2, it will increase by a factor of +/2. Then, the factor
R /b will increase by a factor of 2+/2. Thus, the attenuation will increase to the value
&c = 0.037 - 2./2 = 0.104 dB/m. Because the area ab is reduced by a factor of four, so
will the power, Pr = 1.12/4 = 0.28 MW = 280 kW.

The results of these two cases are consistent with the values quoted in Table 9.6.1 for the
C-band and X-band waveguides, WR-159 and WR-90. [}

Example 9.8.2: WR-159 Waveguide. Consider the C-band WR-159 air-filled waveguide whose
characteristics were listed in Table 9.6.1. Its inner dimensions are a = 1.59 and b = a/2 =
0.795 inches, or, equivalently, a = 4.0386 and b = 2.0193 cm.
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The cutoff frequency of the TE;p mode is - = ¢/2a = 3.71 GHz. The maximum operating
bandwidth is the interval [f.,2f.]= [3.71,7.42] GHz, and the recommended interval is
[4.64,7.05] GHz.

Assuming copper walls with conductivity o = 5.8x107 S/m, the calculated attenuation
constant &, from Eq. (9.8.1) is plotted in dB/m versus frequency in Fig. 9.8.2.

Attenuation Coefficient Power Transmitted
0.1 T T T T T T 1.5 T T T T T T T
bandwidth
0.081
1
‘g 0.06f [
: 2
E ~
s 0.04f ™
0.5
bandwidth
0.02r
0 0
0o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 0O 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
f (GHz) f (GHz)

Fig. 9.8.2 Attenuation constant and transmitted power in a WR-159 waveguide.

The power transmitted Pt is calculated from Eq. (9.7.4) assuming a maximum breakdown
voltage of Ey = 1.5 MV/m, which gives a safety factor of two over the dielectric breakdown
of air of 3 MV/m. The power in megawatt scales is plotted in Fig. 9.8.2.

Because of the factor y/1 — w?/w? in the denominator of . and the numerator of Pr,
the attenuation constant becomes very large near the cutoff frequency, while the power is
almost zero. A physical explanation of this behavior is given in the next section. ]

9.9 Reflection Model of Waveguide Propagation

An intuitive model for the TE;y mode can be derived by considering a TE-polarized
uniform plane wave propagating in the z-direction by obliquely bouncing back and forth
between the left and right walls of the waveguide, as shown in Fig. 9.9.1.

If O is the angle of incidence, then the incident and reflected (from the right wall)
wavevectors will be:

k=%Xky+2k, =%XkcosO +2ksin0
K = —Xky+2k, = —Xkcos0 + 2ksin0

The electric and magnetic fields will be the sum of an incident and a reflected com-
ponent of the form:

E=VE e /* 4 yE e KT = yE e kX kez o g Erolkxxemkez — E| 4 E;

y
H:lRXE1+ll},><E,1
n n
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Fig. 9.9.1 Reflection model of TE;, mode.

where the electric field was taken to be polarized in the y direction. These field expres-
sions become component-wise:

Ey = (Eje X 4 Ele/kxx) gmikez

Hy

1 ) ) .
L —jkxX 7 HikxX) ,—jkzz
n sin 0 (Ee + E1e/"%)e (9.9.1)

H,

1 . . )
— cos 0 (Eye kX — Ef o/kxx) g ikez
n

The boundary condition on the left wall, X = 0, requires that E; + E; = 0. We may write
therefore, E; = —E; = jEo/2. Then, the above expressions simplify into:

Ey = Egsinkyx e /ke?

1 .
T i : —jk,z
H, = sin OF sinkyx e 9.9.2)

H, = % cos O cos kyx e Jkzz

These are identical to Eq. (9.4.3) provided we identify g with k, and k. with ky, as
shown in Fig. 9.9.1. It follows from the wavevector triangle in the figure that the angle
of incidence 6 will be given by cos 0 = ky/k = k./k, or,

wg

o (9.9.3)

w .
cos@ = =5, sin@ =,/1
w

The ratio of the transverse components, —E) /Hy, is the transverse impedance, which
is recognized to be 7. Indeed, we have:
Ey n n

__E _ __n 9.9.4
MTE=~H = sino o (9.9.4)
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The boundary condition on the right wall requires sinkya = 0, which gives rise to
the same condition as (9.4.4), that is, kca = nTr.

This model clarifies also the meaning of the group velocity. The plane wave is bounc-
ing left and right with the speed of light c. However, the component of this velocity in
the z-direction will be v, = ¢ sin 0. This is equal to the group velocity. Indeed, it follows
from Eq. (9.9.3) that:

02
v, =csinf = ¢ 1——; = Vgr (9.9.5)
w

Eqg. (9.9.3) implies also that at v = w., we have sin @ = 0, or € = 0, that is, the wave
is bouncing left and right at normal incidence, creating a standing wave, and does not
propagate towards the z-direction. Thus, the transmitted power is zero and this also
implies, through Eq. (9.2.9), that &, will be infinite.

On the other hand, for very large frequencies, w > w¢, the angle 6 will tend to 90°,
causing the wave to zoom through guide almost at the speed of light.

9.10 Resonant Cavities

Cavity resonators are metallic enclosures that can trap electromagnetic fields. The
boundary conditions on the cavity walls force the fields to exist only at certain quantized
resonant frequencies. For highly conducting walls, the resonances are extremely sharp,
having a very high Q of the order of 10,000.

Because of their high Q, cavities can be used not only to efficiently store electro-
magnetic energy at microwave frequencies, but also to act as precise oscillators and to
perform precise frequency measurements.

Fig. 9.10.1 shows a rectangular cavity with z-length equal to I formed by replacing
the sending and receiving ends of a waveguide by metallic walls. A forward-moving wave
will bounce back and forth from these walls, resulting in a standing-wave pattern along
the z-direction.

top
y ‘/—J‘“ s right
Jsz T /Hz
b ] blut He|
X >
Z a a  “ront

Fig. 9.10.1 Rectangular cavity resonator (and induced wall currents for the TE,o, mode.)

Because the tangential components of the electric field must vanish at the end-walls,
these walls must coincide with zero crossings of the standing wave, or put differently, an
integral multiple of half-wavelengths must fit along the z-direction, thatis, [ = pA4/2 =
p1t/B, or B = p1r/l, where p is a non-zero integer. For the same reason, the standing-
wave patterns along the transverse directions require a = nAx/2 and b = ma, /2, or
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kx = nm/a and ky, = m1/b. Thus, all three cartesian components of the wave vector
are quantized, and therefore, so is the frequency of the wave w = cy/k3 + k3 + 2

2 2 2
Wpmp = CJ(’%T) + (%) + (pTTr> (resonant frequencies) (9.10.1)

Such modes are designated as TEmp or TMpmp. For simplicity, we consider the case
TEnop- Egs. (9.3.6) also describe backward-moving waves if one replaces by —f, which
also changes the sign of ntg = nw/Bc. Starting with a linear combination of forward
and backward waves in the TE;,, mode, we obtain the field components:

H,(x,z) = Hycoskex(Ae7B% 4 Belbz),

. . _i i B
Hy(x,z) = jH; sinkcx(Ae /P — Belf?) H, = k—Ho (9.10.2)

c

Ey(x,2) = —jEysink.x(Ae /P + Be/P?), E, = wﬂ nHy
c

where w. = ck¢. By requiring that E), (X, z) have z-dependence of the form sin Sz, the
coefficients A, B must be chosen as A = —B = j/2. Then, Eq. (9.10.2) specializes into:

H;(x,z) = Hycoskcx sin Bz,
Hy(x,z) = —H; sinkcx cos Bz, H; = +— Hy (9.10.3)

Ey(x,z) = —jEpsinkex sinfz, Ep= wﬂ nH,
C

As expected, the vanishing of Ey (x, z) on the front/back walls, z = 0 and z = I, and
on the left/right walls, x = 0 and x = a, requires the quantization conditions: § = p1r/I
and k. = n1t/a. The Q of the resonator can be calculated from its definition:

w
Ploss

where W is the total time-averaged energy stored within the cavity volume and Py iS
the total power loss due to the wall ohmic losses (plus other losses, such as dielectric
losses, if present.) The ratio Aw = Pjyss/W is usually identified as the 3-dB width of the
resonance centered at frequency w. Therefore, we may write Q = w/Aw.

It is easily verified that the electric and magnetic energies are equal, therefore, W
may be calculated by integrating the electric energy density over the cavity volume:

0-w (9.10.4)

a rb 1l
2We = le €lEy (x,2) [ dxdydz = %€|EO|ZJ J I sin® kex cos® Bzdxdy dz
vol o Jo Jo

w
4

2

1 1 w 1 k2 + B2
g€1Eol* (abl) = culHol* 5 (abl)= ¢ p|Hol* [7" B
we 8

k¢

} (abl)
where we used the following definite integrals (valid because k. = n1r/a, = ptt/l):

a a 1 1
J sin® kex dx = J cos® kexdx = g, J sin® Bzdz = j cos’ Bzdz = ! (9.10.5)
0 0 2 0 0 2
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The ohmic losses are calculated from Eq. (9.2.6), integrated over all six cavity sides.
The surface currents induced on the walls are related to the tangential magnetic fields
by Js = i X Hian. The directions of these currents are shown in Fig. 9.10.1. Specifically,
we find for the currents on the six sides:

H}sin® Bz (left & right)
|Js1? = { H2 cos? kex sin® Bz + H? sin® kex cos? Bz (top & bottom)
H? sin® kcx (front & back)

The power loss can be computed by integrating the loss per unit conductor area,
Eqg. (9.2.6), over the six wall sides, or doubling the answer for the left, top, and front
sides. Using the integrals (9.10.5), we find:

P = 2Ry [ 1p2aa =R [H2 + g+ mn S Y|
2 walls 2 4 2

1 ) (9.10.6)
= ~RH3 [I(Zb + a)+B—2 a2b + 1)}
4 k&

where we substituted H = H3?/k2. It follows that the Q-factor will be:

0-w W wpu (k% + B2) (abl)
" Piss  2Rs K2(2b +a)+B2a(2b + 1)

For the TEnop mode we have B = prr/l and k. = n1r/a. Using Eq. (9.2.7) to replace
R in terms of the skin depth &, we find:

n2 2
n?  p?
1 az 2

=5ﬁ(2+1)+vj<z+1>
az\a b 2\l b

The lowest resonant frequency corresponds to n = p = 1. For a cubic cavity, a =
b =1, the Q and the lowest resonant frequency are:

Q (9.10.7)

a cTT/2 w c
= = = - = " .10.
Q 35 @ a f1o1 o " a2 (9.10.8)

For an air-filled cubic cavity with a = 3 cm, we find f10; = 7.07 GHz, § = 7.86x107>
cm, and Q = 12724. As in waveguides, cavities can be excited by inserting small probes
that generate fields resembling a particular mode.

9.11 Dielectric Slab Waveguides

A dielectric slab waveguide is a planar dielectric sheet or thin film of some thickness,
say 2a, as shown in Fig. 9.11.1. Wave propagation in the z-direction is by total internal
reflection from the left and right walls of the slab. Such waveguides provide simple
models for the confining mechanism of waves propagating in optical fibers.



9.11. Dielectric Slab Waveguides 387

€ € €

€

2a

Fig. 9.11.1 Dielectric slab waveguide.

The propagating fields are confined primarily inside the slab, however, they also
exist as evanescent waves outside it, decaying exponentially with distance from the slab.
Fig. 9.11.1 shows a typical electric field pattern as a function of x.

For simplicity, we assume that the media to the left and right of the slab are the
same. To guarantee total internal reflection, the dielectric constants inside and outside
the slab must satisfy €; > €, and similarly for the refractive indices, n; > n».

We look for TE solutions that depend only on the x coordinate. The cutoff wavenum-
ber k. appearing in the Helmholtz equation for H;, (x) depends on the dielectric constant
of the propagation medium, k% = w?eu — B2. Therefore, k2 takes different values inside
and outside the guide:

2
kcl

k2, = wlerpg — B2 = wleopon3 — B2 = k3n3 — B2 (outside)

2 2,2 s :
w?e1py — B% = w?eouons — B2 = kin; — B> (inside)

(9.11.1)

where kg = w/cy is the free-space wavenumber. We note that w, 8 are the same inside
and outside the guide. This follows from matching the tangential fields at all times ¢
and all points z along the slab walls. The corresponding Helmholtz equations in the
regions inside and outside the guide are:

03H, (x)+k% H,(x)=0 for |x|<a
(9.11.2)
02H, (x)+k%H,(x)=0 for |x|>a

Inside the slab, the solutions are sink:x and cosk¢1x, and outside, sinkqx and
cos kepX, or equivalently, e*JkeX In order for the waves to remain confined in the near
vicinity of the slab, the quantity k., must be imaginary, for if it is real, the fields would
propagate at large x distances from the slab (they would correspond to the rays refracted
from the inside into the outside.)

If we set k2 = —j¢, the solutions outside will be e**<X, If «, is positive, then only
the solution e~%<X is physically acceptable to the right of the slab, x > a, and only e%<¥
to the left, x < —a. Thus, the fields attenuate exponentially with the transverse distance
X, and exist effectively within a skin depth distance 1/ &, from the slab. Setting k¢c; = k¢
and ke = —jd¢, Egs. (9.11.1) become in this new notation:
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K=k g [k R
= (9.11.3)

2 _ 12,2 _ @2 2 _R2_ 12,2
—&; = kgny — B ae = B —kgon;

Similarly, Egs. (9.11.2) read:

02H,(X)+k?H,(x)=0 for |x|<a
(9.11.4)
02H,(x)—02H,(x)=0 for |x|=a
The two solutions sin kcx and cos kcx inside the guide give rise to the so-called even
and odd TE modes (referring to the even-ness or oddness of the resulting electric field.)
For the even modes, the solutions of Egs. (9.11.4) have the form:

H;sink.x, if -a<x<a
H,(x)=1 Hpe %X, if x>a (9.11.5)
Hize%X | if x<-a

The corresponding x-components Hy are obtained by applying Eq. (9.3.8) using the
appropriate value for k2, that is, k%, = — 2 outside and k2, = k2 inside:
—J—fatz(x)= —J—B Hycoskex, if —-a<x<a
k2 ke
Hy(x)=4 — JBZ 0xH,(x)= —J—ﬁHze’o‘f", if x=za (9.11.6)
- e XK
- JB OxH;(x)= ﬁ

2
— ¢ Xc

Hie®x, if x=>a

The electric fields are Ey (X) = —nreHx (X), where ngg = wpo/p is the same inside
and outside the slab. Thus, the electric field has the form:

Eicoskex, if —-a<x=<a

Ey(x)=q Exe™ %, if x=>a (even TE modes) (9.11.7)
Eze%X | if x<-a

where we defined the constants:

E; =i£UTEH1, E, = JﬁnTEHz, E; = _ﬁrlTEH3 (9.11.8)
c XK¢ K¢

The boundary conditions state that the tangential components of the magnetic and
electric fields, that is, H,, Ey, are continuous across the dielectric interfaces at x = —a
and x = ag. Similarly, the normal components of the magnetic field By = poHy and
therefore also Hy must be continuous. Because E, = —nrgHy and nrg is the same in

both media, the continuity of E) follows from the continuity of Hy. The continuity of
Hj, at x = a and x = —a implies that:

H,sinkca = Hye %% and - H;sinkc.a = Hze %4 (9.11.9)

Similarly, the continuity of Hy implies (after canceling a factor of —jf3):
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1 1 1 1
— H;,coskca=—Hre % and -— Hjcoskca=—— Hze %4 (9.11.10)
kc K¢ kc Xc

Egs. (9.11.9) and (9.11.10) imply:

8.4
H, = —H3 = Hie*%sinkc.a = Hye*? k—f coskea 9.11.11)

c

Similarly, we find for the electric field constants:

k
E; = E5 = F1e®%cosk.a =E1e°‘f“a—csinkca (9.11.12)

c

The consistency of the last equations in (9.11.11) or (9.11.12) requires that:

k
coskea = (X—C sinkca = (9.11.13)

C
For the odd TE modes, we have for the solutions of Eq. (9.11.4):
Hycoskex, if —-a<x<a
H,(x)=1{ Hpe %X, if x>a (9.11.14)
Hize%X | if x<-a

The resulting electric field is:

Eysinkcx, if —a<x<a

Ey(x)=1 Ee7%*, if x2>a (odd TE modes) (9.11.15)
Eje&eX | if x<-a
The boundary conditions imply in this case:
H, = Hy = Hie%“%coskca = —Hje%4 % sinkca (9.11.16)
C
and, for the electric field constants:
Ked o; Kca kC
E> = —E3 = E1e*“%sink.a = —E e a—coskca 9.11.17)
C

The consistency of the last equation requires:

01118

We note that the electric fields E) (x) given by Egs. (9.11.7) and (9.11.15) are even or
odd functions of x for the two families of modes. Expressing E» and Ej in terms of Eq,
we summarize the forms of the electric fields in the two cases:
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Eq coskex, if —a<x=<a
Ey(x)=1 Ejcoskcae (=@ jf x>gq (even TE modes)  (9.11.19)
Eicoskeae®+a) —if x < —g
E; sinkcx, if —a<x=<a
Ey(x)=1{ Eysinkcae *&x-@ if x>a (0odd TE modes)  (9.11.20)

—E; sinkcae®®+a)  if x < —qg

Given the operating frequency w, Egs. (9.11.3)and (9.11.13) or (9.11.18) provide three
equations in the three unknowns k¢, &¢, 8. To solve them, we add the two equations
(9.11.3) to eliminate B:

2
, w

o + k2 =ki(n3 —n3)= C—Z(n%—ng) (9.11.21)
0

Next, we discuss the numerical solutions of these equations. Defining the dimen-
sionless quantities u = kca and v = «.a, we may rewrite Egs. (9.11.13), (9.11.18), and
(9.11.21) in the equivalent forms:

vV =utanu Vv =-—-ucotu
(even modes) |, (odd modes) (9.11.22)

vZ +u? = R? v2 +u? = R?

where R is the normalized frequency variable:

amfa _emay (9.11.23)
Co A

R=koaNa = 24N, =
Co

where Ny = \/n‘lz - n% is the numerical aperture of the slab and A = ¢(/f, the free-space
wavelength.

Because the functions tanu and cotu have many branches, there may be several
possible solution pairs u, v for each value of R. These solutions are obtained at the
intersections of the curves v = utanu and v = —ucotu with the circle of radius R,
that is, v2 + u? = R?. Fig. 9.11.2 shows the solutions for various values of the radius R
corresponding to various values of w.

It is evident from the figure that for small enough R, that is, 0 < R < 11/2, there
is only one solution and it is even (for an optical fiber, the single-mode condition reads
2mmaN /A < 2.405, where a is the core radius.) For 11/2 < R < T, there are two
solutions, one even and one odd. For w1 < R < 371/2, there are three solutions, two
even and one odd, and so on. In general, there will be M + 1 solutions, alternating
between even and odd, if R falls in the interval:

Mm B M+

<R< o (9.11.24)



9.11. Dielectric Slab Waveguides 391

Vv A

even modes
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Fig. 9.11.2 Even and odd TE modes at different frequencies.

Given a value of R, we determine M as that integer satisfying Eq. (9.11.24), or, M <
2R/1 < M + 1, that is, the largest integer less than 2R/ t:

M = floor (%) (maximum mode number) (9.11.25)

Then, there will be M +1 solutions indexed by m = 0, 1, ..., M, which will correspond
to even modes if m is even and to odd modes if m is odd. The M + 1 branches of tan u
and cot u being intersected by the R-circle are those contained in the u-ranges:

(R =0 <Ruer]s m=0,1,....M ©.11.26)

where

Rm=—>| m=01,..M 9.11.27)

If m is even, the u-range (9.11.26) defines a branch of tan u, and if m is odd, a branch
of cotu. We can combine the even and odd cases of Eq. (9.11.22) into a single case by
noting the identity:

tanu, if m is even
tan(u — Ry,) = (9.11.28)
—cotu, if m is odd

This follows from the trigonometric identity:

sinu cos (m1r/2) — cos u sin(m7r/2)
cos u cos(mtr/2)+ sinu sin(mrtr/2)

tan(u — mrr/2)=

Therefore, to find the mth mode, whether even or odd, we must find the unique
solution of the following system in the u-range Ry;; < u < Rp+1:
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v=utan(u — Rym) (mth mode) (9.11.29)
mth mode s
v+ u?=R?

If one had an approximate solution u, v for the mth mode, one could refine it by using
Newton’s method, which converges very fast provided it is close to the true solution. Just
such an approximate solution, accurate to within one percent of the true solution, was
given by Lotspeich [881]. Without going into the detailed justification of this method,
the approximation is as follows:

u=Rpy+wi(mu (m)+w(m)u,(m), m=0,1,...,.M (9.11.30)

where u; (m), u, (m) are approximate solutions near and far from the cutoff R,,, and
wi (m), wa (m) are weighting factors:

(m)_\/1+2R(R—Rm)—1 '(m)_ER—m
wtm= R L
wi(m)=exp(—(R —Rp)?/V2), wa(m)=1-w;(m) (9.11.31)

1 4+R
Vm= <7T/ m m)

vIn1.25 \ cos(1r/4)

This solution serves as the starting point to Newton'’s iteration for solving the equa-
tion F (u) = 0, where F (u) is defined by

F(u)=utan(u — Ryy)—v = utan(u — Ry,) —VR? — u? (9.11.32)

Newton’s iteration is:

fori=1,2...,Nj do:
_ F(u) (9.11.33)
G(u)

u=u

where G (u) is the derivative F’ (1), correct to order O (F):

2
cuy=Y 4 & (9.11.34)
u A4 u

The solution steps defined in Egs. (9.11.29)-(9.11.34) have been implemented in the
MATLAB function ds1ab.m, with usage:

[u,v,err] = dsTab(R,Nit); 9% TE-mode cutoff wavenumbers in a dielectric slab
where Nj, is the desired number of Newton iterations (9.11.33), err is the value of F (u)
at the end of the iterations, and u, v are the (M + 1)-dimensional vectors of solutions.
The number of iterations is typically very small, Nj = 2-3.

The related MATLAB function dguide.muses ds1ab to calculate the solution param-
eters B, k¢, Xc, given the frequency f, the half-length a, and the refractive indices ny, n»
of the slab. It has usage:
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[be,kc,ac,fc,err] = dguide(f,a,nl,n2,Nit); % dielectric slab guide

where f is in GHz, a in cm, and B, ke, ®c in cm™'. The quantity f. is the vector of
the M + 1 cutoff frequencies defined by the branch edges R,, = m1/2, that is, Ry, =
WmAaNa/co = 2TfmaN s/ cy = mTr/2, or,

mco

fm = 4aNA

m=0,1,...,.M (9.11.35)

The meaning of f), is that there are m + 1 propagating modes for each f in the
interval i < f < fm+1-

Example 9.11.1: Dielectric Slab Waveguide. Determine the propagating TE modes of a dielectric
slab of half-length a = 0.5 cm at frequency f = 30 GHz. The refractive indices of the slab
and the surrounding dielectric are n; = 2 and n, = 1.

Solution: The solution is obtained by the MATLAB call:

2; n2 = 1; Nit = 3;

f=30; a=0.5; nl=
= dguide(f,a,nl,n2,Nit)

[be,kc,ac,fc,err]

The frequency radius is R = 5.4414, which gives 2R /1 = 3.4641, and therefore, M = 3.
The resulting solutions, depicted in Fig. 9.11.3, are as follows:

TE Modes for R = 5.44 Electric Fields
7
6
0
5 1
4 2
i}
3
2 3
1
0
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3

u x/a

Fig. 9.11.3 TE modes and corresponding E-field patterns.

u \4 ﬁ kc Xc fm

1.3248 | 5.2777 | 12.2838 2.6497 | 10.5553 0.0000
2.6359 | 4.7603 | 11.4071 5.2718 9.5207 8.6603
3.9105 | 3.7837 9.8359 7.8210 7.5675 | 17.3205
5.0793 | 1.9519 7.3971 | 10.1585 3.9037 | 25.9808

wn—=o |3

The cutoff frequencies fy, are in GHz. We note that as the mode number m increases,
the quantity «. decreases and the effective skin depth 1/ increases, causing the fields
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outside the slab to be less confined. The electric field patterns are also shown in the figure
as functions of x.

The approximation error, err, is found to be 4.885x10~!'> using only three Newton itera-
tions. Using two, one, and no (the Lotspeich approximation) iterations would result in the
errors 2.381x1078, 4.029x107%, and 0.058.

The lowest non-zero cutoff frequency is f; = 8.6603 GHz, implying that there will be a
single solution if f is in the interval 0 < f < f}. For example, if f = 5 GHz, the solution is
B = 1.5649 rad/cm, k. = 1.3920 rad/cm, and &, = 1.1629 nepers/cm.

The frequency range over which there are only four solutions is [25.9808,34.6410] GHz,
where the upper limit is 4f;.

We note that the function dguide assumes internally that ¢y = 30 GHz cm, and therefore,
the calculated values for k¢, &, would be slightly different if a more precise value of ¢,
is used, such as 29.9792458 of Appendix A. Problem 9.12 studies the sensitivity of the
solutions to small changes of the parameters f, a, co, 11, no. ]

In terms of the ray picture of the propagating wave, the angles of total internal
reflection are quantized according to the values of the propagation wavenumber f3 for
the various modes.

If we denote by k1 = kgn; the wavenumber within the slab, then the wavenumbers
B, k¢ are the z- and x-components k, ky of k; with an angle of incidence 8. (The vectorial

relationships are the same as those in Fig. 9.9.1.) Thus, we have:
B =kysin@ = kgn; sin 0
(9.11.36)
ke = ki cos 0 = kony cos 0

The value of S for each mode will generate a corresponding value for 8. The at-
tenuation wavenumber . outside the slab can also be expressed in terms of the total
internal reflection angles:

o = \/BZ —k3n3 = ko\/nf sin® @ — n3

Since the critical angle is sin 8, = n,/n;, we may also express & as:

e = konyo/sin? 0 — sin 02 (9.11.37)

Example 9.11.2: For the Example 9.11.1, we calculate ko = 6.2832 and k; = 12.5664 rad/cm.
The critical and total internal reflection angles of the four modes are found to be:

0. = asin(ﬂ> =30°
ny

0 = asin (kﬁ) = {77.8275°, 65.1960°, 51.5100°, 36.0609°}
1

As required, all Os are greater than 0. ]
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9.12 Problems

9.1 An air-filled 1.5 cmx3 cm waveguide is operated at a frequency that lies in the middle of its
TE;p mode band. Determine this operating frequency in GHz and calculate the maximum
power in Watts that can be transmitted without causing dielectric breakdown of air. The
dielectric strength of air is 3 MV/m.

9.2 Ttis desired to design an air-filled rectangular waveguide such that (a) it operates only in the
TE;o mode with the widest possible bandwidth, (b) it can transmit the maximum possible
power, and (c) the operating frequency is 12 GHz and it lies in the middle of the operating
band. What are the dimensions of the guide in cm?

9.3 An air-filled rectangular waveguide is used to transfer power to a radar antenna. The guide
must meet the following specifications: The two lowest modes are TE;( and TEyg. The op-
erating frequency is 3 GHz and must lie exactly halfway between the cutoff frequencies of
these two modes. The maximum electric field within the guide may not exceed, by a safety
margin of 3, the breakdown field of air 3 MV/m.

a. Determine the smallest dimensions a, b for such a waveguide, if the transmitted power
is required to be 1 MW.

b. What are the dimensions a, b if the transmitted power is required to be maximum?
What is that maximum power in MW?

9.4 Ttis desired to design an air-filled rectangular waveguide operating at 5 GHz, whose group
velocity is 0.8c. What are the dimensions a, b of the guide (in cm) if it is also required to carry
maximum power and have the widest possible bandwidth? What is the cutoff frequency of
the guide in GHz and the operating bandwidth?

9.5 Show the following relationship between guide wavelength and group velocity in an arbitrary
air-filled waveguide: v4Ay = cA, where Ay = 271/ and A is the free-space wavelength.
Moreover, show that the A and A, are related to the cutoff wavelength A by:

9.6 Determine the four lowest modes that can propagate in a WR-159 and a WR-90 waveguide.
Calculate the cutoff frequencies (in GHz) and cutoff wavelengths (in cm) of these modes.

9.7 An air-filled WR-90 waveguide is operated at 9 GHz. Calculate the maximum power that
can be transmitted without causing dielectric breakdown of air. Calculate the attenuation
constant in dB/m due to wall ohmic losses. Assume copper walls.

9.8 Arectangular waveguide has sides a, b such that b < a/2. Determine the cutoff wavelength
A of this guide. Show that the operating wavelength band of the lowest mode is 0.5A, <
A < A. Moreover, show that the allowed range of the guide wavelength is Ay > A./+/3.

9.9 The TE;p mode operating bandwidth of an air-filled waveguide is required to be 4-7 GHz.
What are the dimensions of the guide?

9.10 Computer Experiment: WR-159 Waveguide. Reproduce the two graphs of Fig. 9.8.2.

9.11 Computer Experiment: Dielectric Slab Waveguide. Using the MATLAB functions dslab and
dguide, write a program that reproduces all the results and graphs of Examples 9.11.1 and
9.11.2.
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9.12 Show that if the speed of light ¢ is slightly changed to ¢ = ¢y + Acy (e.g. representing a
more exact value), then the solutions of Eq. (9.11.29) for k., &, change into:

ke Ac
kC+AkCZkC_<1+(x a)(ﬁ)
c

kia Ac
Xe+AXe = e — ((xc + %> (—())
1+aca)\ co

For Example 9.11.1, calculate the corrected values when ¢y = 30 and ¢ = 29.9792458
GHz cm. Compare with the values obtained if ¢y is replaced by c inside the function dguide.

More generally, consider the sensitivity of the solutions of Eq. (9.11.29) to any of the parame-

ters wo, 4, Co, N1, N2, which affect the solution through the value of R = awocy! \/n1? — na.
A small change in one or all of the parameters will induce a small change R — R + AR. Show
that the solutions are changed to

u+Au7u+< u )(A—R>
B 1+v R

V+Av=v+ v+u—2 (ﬁ)
a 1+v)\R

In particular, for simultaneous changes in all of the parameters, show that

g _ % Awg  Acy + 2n1An; — 2n;An;,
R~ a o o n? — n3

From these results, show that the changes due to a change a — a + Aa of the slab thickness

are given by,
keoe

ke + Ake = ke — ——— Aa
¢ CT N 1+ wea
Ko+ Axe = X +k7?Aa
¢ CT T T 1+ wea

9.13 A TM mode is propagated along a waveguide of arbitrary but uniform cross section. Assume
perfectly conducting walls.

a. Show that the E, (x,y) component satisfies:
j IVE,|?dS = kgj |E,|*dS
s s

b. Using the above result, show that the energy velocity is equal to the group velocity.



